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VISIT EDINBURGH 
Facts 

 
Edinburgh’s awards and city ranking 

 
Edinburgh is one of the most beautiful and vibrant 
cities in the world, a fact recognized by UNESCO 
when conferring World Heritage Site status on the 
city’s Old and New Towns. 
 
In 2004 Edinburgh was bestowed the title of the 
world’s first UNESCO City of Literature owing to its 
rich literary past and present. 
 
Edinburgh has won more than 13 UK Best City 
Awards including: Guardian/Observer Readers 
Favourite UK City 2000-2009 and May 2010 saw 
Trip Advisor Destination Awards name Edinburgh as the only British city to be featured in the top 25 
destinations in the world. 
 
Edinburgh has also been voted European City of the Year at the 2006 Urbanism Awards.  The 
internationally respected Academy of Urbanism decided that the culture, beauty, facilities and general 
quality of life in Edinburgh was second to none.  Edinburgh was specifically praised by the judges for being 
an “attractive, safe and enticing place for people to play, visit and enjoy”.   
 
Edinburgh will be offering visitors even more in the next few years with several multi-million pound 
refurbishments of both the National Portrait Gallery and National Museum, the redevelopment of top arts 
venue the Usher Hall and the arrival of new Tattoo stands in 2011 ensuring the Edinburgh visitor 
experience remains world class. 

 
Edinburgh is the UK’s favourite domestic holiday alternative to London, with its popularity deriving from “an 
ideal mix of shopping, entertainment and historical interest.”  
www.hotel.co.uk Survey 
  
Edinburgh Castle is the top paid visitor attraction in Scotland with over 1.2 million visits a year.  
Tourism in Scotland, 2007 

 
The capital has more leisure facilities and services per head of population than any other regional city in 
Scotland, England or Wales.  
Statistics compiled by TouchLocal.com, 2006 

 
Five of Scotland’s top-ten visitor attractions are in Edinburgh. 
Tourism in Scotland 2007 

 
Useful Websites 

 
http://www.edinburgh-inspiringcapital.com Edinburgh Inspiring Capital 
 
http://www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk – Edinburgh Festivals 
 
http://www.stayinedinburgh.net – Edinburgh Principal Hotels 
 
http://www.edinburgh.org – Edinburgh’s Tourism 
 
http://www.edinburghcapitalgroup.co.uk – Edinburgh’s Visitor Attractions 
 
http://wwwvisitcotland.com – National Tourism Agency 
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